Using your fireplace, wood stove or other fuel-fired devices can be a great way to provide
heat and comfort during the cold winter months. Before you use your device, it is
important to follow a few basic safety steps to avoid a dangerous situation.
As stated by the National Fire Protection Association, the second leading cause of all
home fires was heating equipment (14%), and failure to properly clean such heating
equipment was the leading factor. Starting a fire of any type demands respect; however a
few simple steps can greatly reduce the risks so you can safely enjoy your fire.
(denverhealth.org)

Before you Start the first fire of the year:
1) Install or test your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. It is also a good idea to have extra
batteries on hand for each.
2) Have an expert inspect your chimney to make sure there isn't buildup that would block
smoke such as leaves, dirt or creosote (a highly flammable buildup from incomplete burning
of wood and coal). Installing a cap on your chimney can help keep materials out during the
off season.
3) Have a fire extinguisher nearby that is charged and recently tested.
4) Create a plan for your family in case of a fire.
5) Clean your chimney and move any items away from the fire area.
6) Talk to your children and make sure they understand that fires can be dangerous.

Now that everything is clean and prepared:
1) Keep the glass doors open and use a metal grate while the fire is
burning to avoid sparks.
2) Make sure that the flue (opening to the outside) on your chimney is
open.
3) Only use fireplace tools to tend to the fire.
4) Never leave the fire unattended.
5) Never burn garbage, plastics or glass, and don’t use gas or lighter
fluid to start your fire.
6) Use seasoned firewood or store bought logs and place logs at the
rear of the device on an appropriate grate.
7) When finished, make sure the fire is completely out and cooled.
Dispose of cooled ashes in a metal container at least 10 feet from
your home or other buildings.

With the holidays just around the corner, it can be a fun time
with great memories. But before your friends and family
celebrates, make sure everyone knows about fireworks safety.
The more informed we are, the less likely we will be involved in
an accident.
The best way to protect your family is not to use any fireworks at
home - period. Attend public fireworks displays, and leave the
lighting to the professionals. If you do decide to use fireworks at
home, follow these guidelines to protect yourself and those
around you (coxhealth.com)

Before the Fireworks
•
•
•
•

Store fireworks in a dry, cool place. Read all instructions.
Young children should never play with fireworks.
Do not allow any running or horseplay near fireworks.
Fill a bucket of water or sand, set up a water hose and always have
a fire extinguisher on hand.
• Place ear muffs on children--prevent any damage to the ear drum.

During the Fireworks

• NEVER light fireworks indoors or within closed in areas.
• Keep unused fireworks away from firing areas.
• Move everyone to a safe distance from the fireworks and have
them remain there until the show is finished.
• Fireworks may backfire or shoot off in the wrong direction, so
encourage everyone to be alert and watch.
• Tie long hair back, wear safety goggles and fitted clothing when
lighting fireworks to avoid injury and fire.
• Light fireworks on a smooth, flat surface away from houses, dry
leaves and other flammable materials.
• Always make sure the fireworks are pointing to the sky .
• Avoid carrying fireworks in your pocket - the friction could cause
them to ignite.
• Light only one firework at a time.
• Never ignite fireworks in a glass or metal container.

After the Fireworks

• Do not allow kids to pick up pieces of fireworks after an event.
Some may still be ignited and can explode at any time.
• If there are any fireworks that did not light properly, approach
them with caution after waiting fifteen minutes or longer.
• Place the faulty fireworks and the firework debris into a bucket of
water. This will ensure that none of them relight or explode. Soak
all fireworks (new and used) in a bucket of water before throwing
them in the trash.

Beware of Sparklers!
Sparklers are considered
"safe" firework for the
young, can reach 1,800° Fahrenheit
--hot enough to melt gold. If your
children are around sparklers, make
sure to keep them outside and
away from faces, clothing and hair.
Sparklers should be immersed in
sand once they go out. They remain
very hot and can burn.

Each year, fire departments respond to an average of 210 structure fires
caused by Christmas trees. Carefully decorating Christmas trees can help make
your holidays safer. (nfpa.org)

If you have an artificial tree, be sure it is labeled, certified, or
identified by the manufacturer as fire retardant.
Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not fall off when
touched.
Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 1" - 2" from the base of the
trunk.
Make sure the tree is at least three feet away from any heat source,
like fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents or lights.
Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.
Add water to the tree stand. Be sure to add water daily.
Use lights that have the label of an independent testing laboratory. Some lights
are only for indoor or outdoor use, but not both.
Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections.
Connect no more than three strands of mini string sets and a maximum of 50
bulbs for screw-in bulbs. Read manufacturer’s instructions for number of LED
strands to connect.
Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.
Always turn off Christmas tree lights before leaving home or going to bed.
Get rid of the tree when it begins dropping needles. Dried-out trees are
a fire danger and should not be left in the home or garage, or placed
outside against the home. Check with your local community to find a
recycling program. Bring outdoor electrical lights inside after the
holidays to prevent hazards and make them last longer.

